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OUTDOOR WOOD BOILER REGULATIONS

PURPOSE:

2. Impose a reasonable permit process to allow current Outdoor Wood Boiler owners to continue the use of
existing Outdoor Wood Boilers.

3. Establish regulations for installation of new Outdoor Wood Boilers,



TOWN OF GRAFTON BOARD OF HEALTH
REGULATIONS FOR OUTDOOR WOOD BOILERS

1. PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY:

This Public Health Regulation, through the power of the Town of Grafton Board of Health, regulates use of
outdoor wood furnaces, for the purpose of securing and promoting the public health, comfort, convenience,
safety, welfare and prosperity of the Town and its inhabitants.

Whereas complaints related to adverse affects related to health, comfort of life and general nuisance have been

recorded in the Town of Grafton and throughout the State of Massachusetts; Whereas the Town of Grafton
Board of Health recognizes the need to protect the public from potential effects from pollutants produced by
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3. DEFINITIONS

BOARD: THE TOWN OF GRAFTON BOARD OF HEALTH OR ITS AGENT(S).

CLEAN, SEASONED WOOD: wood that has no paint, stains, or other types of coatings, whether applied or
spilled or otherwise attached to it and wood that has not been treated with preservatives, including but not
limited to, copper chromium arsenate, creosote, or pentachlorophenol that has been air dried so that it contains
less than 30 percent moisture content that is appropriate to be used as fuel.

DWELLING: every building intended for human habitation.

EMISSION: any discharge or release of an air contaminant to the ambient air space.

EMISSION POINT: any place (including but not limited to a stack or vent) at or from which any air
contaminant is emitted to the ambient air space.

EXISTING: any hydronic heater that is contracted to be paid in full, purchased and paid in full or installed
and/or operated at the intended location of use prior to December 26, 2008 and receiving a permit within sixty
(60) days of the regulations going into effect.



HABITATION: enclosed floor Space used or intended to be used for living, sleeping, cooking or eating,

INCINERATOR: an appliance used to burn trash, rubbish, and other wastes.

Outdoor wood boilers do not include fire pits, chimineas, wood fired barbeques, or equipment for the melting,
reclaiming, or refining of metals or maple syrup.

ODOR: that property of gaseous, liquid, or solid materials that elicits a physiologic response by the human
sense of smell.

STATE REGULATIONS: 310 CMR 7.26(50) Outdoor Hydronic Heaters

4. RESTRICTIONS

without a permit.
The permit process shall include:

Existing Outdoor Wood Boilers

4.No outdoor hydronic heater can be operated from May 16 to September 30 unless the outdoor
hydronic ' i



8. No person shall operate an outdoor wood boiler using a rain cap unless this device is required by the
manufacturer specifications.

9.No person shall Cause, suffer, allow or permit the operation of an outdoor hydronic heater in such a
manner as to create a condition of air pollution as defined in 310 CMR 7.00.

New Outdoor Wood Boiler Installations, After 12/26/2008

. Residential Outdoor Wood Boilers must be set back 200 feet from any public road, 50 feet from any

property line and 300 feet from any dwelling that the unit is nof servicing. Commercial Outdoor Wood
Boilers must be set back 200 feet from any public road, 275 feet from any property line and 300 feet
from any dwelling that the unit is nrot servicing. Setbacks are not intended to restrict adjacent property
owners’ requirements for future construction.

- Outdoor Wood Boilers must be installed and Operated in accordance with al] manufacturer’s

requirements and recommendations including but not limited to building set backs, chimney height,
spark arresters, fuel type and consideration to prevailing wind.

dwelling.



8. New Outdoor Wood Boiler installations must include submission of 3 tape survey showing the location
of the boiler from the dwelling it is servicing,

9. Demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Board that they understand the requirements for installation and
operation of an outdoor wood burning boiler by submitting an operation and maintenance plan to be signed
and attached to permit if issued.

12. Manufacturer's recommendations for the installation and use of the unit must be followed provided such
recommendations do not conflict with the provisions of this regulation.

at the time of installation. New commercial-size outdoor hydrohic heaters must meet the emission standard
defined in 310 CMR 7.26(53)(b), and be installed at least 275 feet or more from any property line and 300
feet from any occupied dwelling that it is not serving, at the time of installation, unless a variance has been
granted pursuant to 310 CMR 7.26(52)3.a.- d. from the setback to the property line that allows a shorter
distance than 275 feet,

3. OPERATIONS

Only properly seasoned dry, clean wood shall be used to fuel outdoor wood boilers; wood must be kept covered

and dry.

6. PROHIBITIONS

It shall be illegalAin the Town of Grafton for any person to:

1. Cause, suffer, allow, or permit the installation of an outdoor wood boiler in the Town of Grafton, MA
without a permit.



2. Cause, suffer, allow, or permit the installation or use of any material, article, machine, €quipment,
or contrivance which conceals an emission without reducing the total wei ght of emissions where such
emission would constitute 3 violation of any applicable regulation.

3. Cause, suffer, allow, or permit the operation of an existing outdoor wood boiler in any manner
contrary to the manufacturers operating procedures.

4.Cause, suffer, allow, or permit the operation of an existing outdoor wood boiler in any manner that
Causes a public nuisance or a public health risk.

5.Cause, suffer, allow or permit the operation of an existing outdoor wood boiler unless compliant with
all other local, State and Federal laws, regulations and requirements.

1. ENFORCEMENT
S DT UNRCEMENT

Board of Health Process for Complaints

Upon receipt of a complaint the BOH or its designee has the right to enter the property to confirm or
substantiate the complaint.

In the event that a complaint is substantiated the following process shall be followed:

1% substantiated offense the owner shall be notified of such complaint and ordered to rectify said complaint
within 48 hours of notification.

. 2" substantiated offense the owner shall be notified and required to appear at a board of health hearing to

explain how they plan to resolve the issue.

For a “cool weather time” complaint, the permit shall be suspended until proof (documentation from an
Outdoor Wood Boiler dealer or factory rep) that the changes made should resolve the issue.

3rd substantiated offense the owner’s permit shall be restricted to “cool weather time” (defined as October 1
through May 15) only burning,

4™ substantiated offense the owner’s permit shall be revoked and wil] not be reissued until a material change
in the situation occurs,

Permits to operate may be suspended, amended or revoked for cause by the Board after a public hearing
has been held or can schedule a hearing afier issuing the order to cease operation in the event that the
nuisance constitutes an immediate health threat.



. order, rule or regulation whether such violation be continuous or intermittent
Separate and succeeding offense,

8. WAIVER CONDITIONS
SV ER LONDITIONS

Board of Health. The requesting party, at their sole €xpense, must notify all propert
hundred (900) feet of thejr property boundary by certified mail at least ten (1 0) day:

9. SEVERABILITY

If any provision contained in these regulations is deemed invalid for any reason b

y any Court, it shall be
severed and shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions.
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